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Happy New Year !  We al l  at  HEC are eagerly
ant ic ipat ing a busy year of promoting energy
eff ic iency and spreading cl imate awareness
throughout Hartford and the Upper Val ley.
We've got several  big events coming up in
2022 including a WindowDressers bui ld in the
fal l ,  the publ icat ion of a buyer 's guide to
electr ic cars ,  and implementat ion of the f irst
steps of Hartford's Cl imate Act ion Plan.  We
invite you to join us ,  e i ther as a volunteer or
as a ful l  t ime commission member as we work
towards these goals .  Contact Mol ly
(msmith@vermontlaw.edu)for an appl icat ion
or to learn more!  
Stay warm out there!
Mol ly Smith -  Chair ,  Hartford Energy
Commission 

TO ENSURE THAT ENERGY SUPPLIES WILL
BE RELIABLE, AFFORDABLE AND

ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND

INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF
ENERGY ISSUES 

PROMOTE LEAST COST PLANNING

PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES

REDUCE ENERGY DEMANDS FOR
TRANSPORTATION

REDUCE THE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH ENERGY

CONSUMPTION

REDUCE THE OVERALL ENERGY
CONSUMPTION WITHIN THE TOWN

TO SAVE FINANCIAL AND NATURAL
RESOURCES BY ENCOURAGING THE

CONSERVATION AND EFFICIENT USE OF
ENERGY IN THE TOWN AND REGION

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings!Our Goals:

Molly Smith -  Chair
Lynn Bohi

Ashton Todd
Jesse Pollard

 



Continue to look for ways to
live as energy efficient a life as

possible while raising
awareness for the importance

of energy education.
- Dan

HEC's New Year's Resolutio
ns

Help at least 100 families in
Hartford save money and
energy by building window

inserts with WindowDressers.
-Molly

 
My energy intention is to take

shorter/colder showers. I am addicted to
hot water. The hotter the better. I know
that this is as bad for my skin as it is for
the environment, so my goal is to make

my showers more utilitarian. This is a
particularly tough goal to achieve when

it's -19 out! 
-Ashton

 
Talk to more people about saving energy

Investigate community solar
Investigate battery storage

Stop procrastinating.......tomorrow
-Lynn

My energy intention is to be more in tune
with surges of demand on the grid and

adjust my energy consumption
accordingly! This would look something

like proactively heating up (via
electricity) my apartment before a winter
storm, knowing that the system would be

constrained later on in the day/ during
the storm. Alleviating load minimizes

constraints on the grid, reducing risk of
blackouts!

-Jesse

My energy intention this year is to
walk to my destinations whenever

possible. I've found that for the last
nine years I've gotten out of the habit
because I had kids in tow, first one of

my girls was to little to walk
anywhere, then they walked at

different speeds, and now we drive
places because of habit. I'm still willing
to drive occasionally to take a scenic
walk, but I plan to also make walking
instead of driving part of my regular

routine. 
-Dana



WindowDressers

Coming to Hartford 

Fall 2022!

 

WindowDressers is a 501(c)(3) non-profit which trains

volunteers, provides materials and supports teams of

community volunteers as they conduct Community Builds to

produce low-cost, insulating window inserts which function as

interior-mounted storm windows. These window inserts can

drastically help increase heating efficiency. Some homes with

WindowDressers inserts can save up to $27/window in heating

costs!

Volunteers measure the windows of participating houses and

build the low-cost inserts out of wood, foam, and insulating

polyelfin sheeting. These inserts cost 50-75% less than

conventional inserts and help reduce heating costs, lower C02

emissions and reduce your carbon footprint. 

We have a full leadership team and will start recruiting

program participants in the coming months. Want to be sure to

get on our list? Email our Local Coordinator Dana at

DClawson@hartford-vt.org!

Photo source: https://gnat-tv.org/video-announcement-windowdressers-show-us-how-to-beat-heating-costs/



Welcome Jesse!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After nearly a year of being a commission of three,
HEC is very excited to welcome Jesse Pollard to the

commission! Jesse is a recent transplant to the Upper
Valley, but has already been a tremendous asset to

HEC and the Climate Advisory Steering Committee. He
shared a bit about his background with us as well as his

love of reading, particularly political biographies.
 

 
 



 
 

Question: Where are you originally from and what is your
educational background? 

Jesse: I'm originally from America's top suburban tourist
destination: Orlando, FL! On one side, it was a great place
to grow up -- good food and natural beauty are hard to
dislike as a kid. On the flip side, the environmental issues
and urban sprawl are hard to ignore. By the time I
graduated high school, I was looking to commit myself to
addressing these issues. So, I went to Cornell in Ithaca, NY,
where I studied Environmental Engineering, with some
concentrations in policy and energy.

Q: What do you do for work?  
J: I work for a Boston based renewable development
company, managing a growing pipeline of utility scale
solar and storage projects across the east coast.
Essentially, I follow a project from being 'just an idea' to
an actual, job creating piece of infrastructure that
generates opportunities for local communities. 

 
 



Q: What got you involved with the energy commission?
J: Well, I believe we all have a duty to make the world a
more loving, equitable place. For most of us, that starts in
our own community. As part of my job, I spend a lot of
time talking about planning for the energy transition with
localities outside of Vermont. While every community has
their own set of unique concerns, most of the solutions
have themes. To the extent I can share some skills or
lessons I've learned to support my community, I will!

Q: What is your vision for Hartford as it moves forward
with the CAP?
J: Now, I'm still relatively new to Vermont, but it seems to
me there is an immense knowledge / resource sharing
case to be made for Hartford's role in this transition. I don't
want to get ahead of myself, but I'm excited at the
potential 'watershed effect' Hartford may have on the
region as a whole, in terms of climate change planning
and sustainability.

Q: What are some projects you are especially excited to
get off the ground in Hartford?
J: I am personally interested in those initiatives
surrounding the electric generation and storage side of
things. This encapsulates everything from residential /
commercial solar installation to EV adoption and planning. 



While eventually, I'd like the town to re-examine building
codes or the zoning ordinance as they pertain to onsite
renewable generation, I think the more pressing need
revolves around the awareness and communication of
pre-existing policies and resources. If we can make what
we already have more transparent and accessible first,
everything we do moving forward will be that much more
successful and impactful.

Q: What’s your favorite thing about the Upper Valley?
J: Honestly, the Upper Valley snuck up on me! I've been
jumping around the Northeast for some time now, and
have struggled to establish a 'sense of belonging' in each--
despite often staying for years at a time. I moved here with
my partner for her job in August and planned for a year,
but our horizons have since expanded and we now catch
ourselves eyeballing the real estate listings regularly! This
is a long winded way of saying I appreciate the people and
community here in the Upper Valley for making me feel at
home so quickly! 

Q: What’s a fun fact about Jesse?
J: Hmmm... this may not be "fun" per-se, but I'm a big fan
of political nonfiction and am always taking book
recommendations-- especially those related to public
infrastructure! I'm particularly excited for Robert Caro's
upcoming (last) installment of the LBJ biography series. 




